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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


WILLIAM VIDLER. 
(Concluded from page 137.) 


At the place of worship in Parliament-Court, a 
church had been established for the purpose of cele- 
brating the Lord's supper, among the members of which 
a free inquiry had been encouraged. By the aspiring 
and ungovernable tempers of one or two individuals, 
they fell into difficulties, fellowship was banished and 
Mr. Vidler’s usefulness hindered. It was found neces- 
sary at last to abolish the church altogether and to de- 
cree that henceforth the Lord’s supper should be ad- 
ministered to the whole congrégation. But the society 
flourished notwithstanding these divisions; and it would 
undoubtedly have continued to flourish, had not Mr. 
Vidler progressed much faster than his people in acquir- 
ing a knowledge of truth. He held : othing by « blind, 
implicit faith. He had invited, discussion in his pe- 
riodical work, and thi- urged his mind forward in the 
path of inquiry; in Consequence of which he was 
obliged at last to -ive up all his old notions concerning 
the trinity, hereditary depravity, the atonement, Xc. 
The society now dwindled away: Many of Mr. V.’s 
wealthy friends left him on account of the change in 
his opinions ; and his salary was reduced from 1501. to 
30/. where it remained several years. Finally the so- 
ciety applied for admission into the Assembly of the 
General Baptists, and after a very spirited opposition 
on account of their Universalist sentiments, they were 

admitted. 

In the year 1798, Mr. Nathaniel Scarlett, a member 
of Mr. V.*s congregation, published an improved trans- 
lation of the New Testament, in the execution of 
which Mr. Vid'er assisted. The principal pecularity 
of this translation consists in its being rendered agreea- 
bly to the hypothesis of Universal Salvation ; the origi- 
nal words aicn and aionios being retained instead of 
the words world, age and ererlasting as in the common 
version. The translation was principally made by Mr. 
Creighton, a clergyman of the church of England.— 
Mr. Scarlett, who was a prodigious laborer in literature. 
made all the divisions, and collated all the various 
translations. He, Mr. Vidler, Mr. Creighton and a 
Mr. Cue, the latter a very tolerable Hebrew scholar, 
used to meet once a week, breakfast early, and then 
compare Mr. Creighton’s translation with all Mr. Scar- 
lett’s collations and with the Greek. On any subject 
of difference they would converse for some time, when. 
if they continued to differ, the matter was taken home 
and privately reconsidered, the opinion of each was 
written and sent, and the majority decided the ques- 
tion. This undertaking was long and arduous; it was 
conducted with great integrity and with but little dif 
ference in sentiment, except that Mr. Creighton and 
Mr. Cue leaned too much to their Trinitarian opinions. 
The work when completed was published in'a very 
handsome style, and was noticed with sentiments of 
approbation by the Critical Review for September, 


1798, and by the Monthly Review for September, 
1799. 


Several times during his ‘life Mr. Vidler engaged in 
Mercantile business..° While in London he kept a 
store of Books and Stationary, first in connexion with a 
partner and afterwards atone. But in these attempts 
he was unsuccessful, though ‘not for any want of atten- 
tion or kindness to his customers. His principal fail- 
ings were a waut of care and eagacity in making his 
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purchases, a too great confidence in the integrity of 
men, and a Weakness of benevolence which often made 
him @ prey to imposition. His losses in this respect 
made him poor, and disqualified him to bear without 
great inconvenience the misfortunes which atlended 
his avowal of Unitarianism. He established a Thars- 
day evening lecture at the chapel in Leather-Lane, 
Holborn ; but this, through want of support, was not 
continded long. He never received that support from 
the Unitarians which his virtues and tatents merited, 
and of this he himself, was perfectly conscious, though 
he said very little on the subject. In 1804, he retired 
to West-Ham,* where in the house of a widowed sis- 
ter, he lived and carried on a lecture for several win- 
ters, which was tolerably well attended. 

The society at Parliamerit-Court, after remaining a 
long time ina languishing state, revived a little.— 
Whether Mr. Vidler’s connexion with them had been 
totally distolved the writer has not the means to deter- 
mine. But be that as it may, we find him preaching 
to that society towards the close of his life. Several 
of the members who had left returned, and several 
Unitarian families, being attracted by the exceliency 
of Mr. Vidler’s preaching, took seats in the chapel.— 
The few years which he now spent in preaching, must 
have been much tore happy than the preceding part 
of his life. A man of his mind, could not but have 
been suspicious of the remaining sentiments of his for- 
mer creed which he retained even after be had em- 
braced the doctrine of the Revtorations How-disagroee- 
ably must a mivister feel who holds to sentiments that 
bis jadgment leads him to doubt, with which his heart 
is dissatisfied, and to which his society is pertinaciously 
attached. This was formerly the case with Mr. Vid- 
ler. He found the path of his inquiries leading direct- 
ly to the renunciation of those notions which heret 
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and tabu in his garden; but it had now for 4 con: 

siderable time indicated disease. Added to this, he 
suffered greatly from the asthma, so that inl815, public 
speaking had become to such a degree painful to him 
that towards the close of the year he was obliged to 
finish his ministerial cateer: [ft was his wish not to 
live long after his labors were suspended ; bot his sic! - 
ness was protracted for a long time. He had not only 
nights and days, but months of weariness and pain. — 
He retained the fall exercise of his reason, and deriv- 
ed great support from his religious views. After sigh- 
ing again and again for deliverance, he serenely fell 


asleep in death on Friday, the twenty-third of August, 
A. D. 1816. 


Mr. Vidler’s knowledge was extensive in Engliel 

literature, and with the dead languages he had a par- 

tial acquaintance, as may be seen by the letters which 

passed between nim and Mr. Faller; but the latter 

gentleman remarked that on such subjects neither of 
them was at home. His memory was retentive and his 
conception quick and clear. He was cheerful and had 
an uncommon faculty of communicating this feeling to 
others. Benevolence was a striking feature of his 
character, and considering his means, it was excessive, 
He is said to have entered a pawn-broker’s shop once 
in his life for the purpose of raising some money on bis 
watch, that he might assiet a sick man at whose house 
he had called by request. .This ungrateful scoundrel! 
endeavored to pay him for his kindness afterwards by 
lying in. wait to-rob-him as he wus crossing some fields 
near London. But he was alarmed by Mr. V.’s strik- 
ing his umbrella against a stile, supposing the noise 
proceeded.from a pistol. Whether the robber woul! 
have succeeded in his attempt is iudeed uncertain, for 
Mr. V. was described as a man of great courage.— 
He afterwards met his deserts and confessed the inten- 


o-|.. 
fore appeared to him so sacred, to which he must ing Hs abage spoken of. 


evitably come, if he continued thus incessant & fearless 
in investigation. With the Unitarians hé w ac- 
quainted. He heretofore had considered them asa 
philosophical sect, who paid bat little respect to the 
holy scriptures; and hardly was he rid of his prejudi- 
ces, before he found himself one of them. His prayers 
hitherto and methods of expression to which he had 


Mr. Vidler was a believer in a very long and severe 
disciplinary punishment in a future state of exisience. 
He supposed that our earth, in the literal sense, wil! 
be burned up ; and that this conflagration will cons! '- 
tute the second death and the lake of fire and brim- 
stone into which the impenitent will be cast. -Here he 
supposed they would remain jor a time answering to 





become very familiar by long habit ‘partook of the , na- 
ture of his old sentiments: to get rid of these of itself! 
required the most rigid care. He would fain have left | 
off preaching and shut himself up in his study, but this | 
his engagements and circumstances would not permit. 

Now his creed is in agreement with both his judgment 
and his desires; and the sentiments of his society are 
in unison with his own. 
having burst his fetters, feels himself at entire liberty. | 
But alas! how transitory, bow delusive are all our | 


lize this! He had been called to bury a lovely daugh- 
ter; and soon after death made a nearer approach to 
him in depriving him of his loved and lovinz compan- 
ion, She was taken sick while he was away from 
home. He set out ina post-chaise to hurry to her ae- 
sistance and was overturned down a steep bank. This 
accident destroyed in a great measure his usefulness. 
It rendered him incapable of walking without great 
pain, and in consequence of inactivity, he grew very 
corpulent. He strove to couuteract this by a spare diet 





* West-Ham:; This piace is not laid down in the 
Gazetteers. Ihave been informed that itisa village 
about three or four miles from London. 





He is like the prisoner, who | ** 


earthly prospects! How severely did Mr. Vidler rea- | 


the phrase, ets (ous aronas lon aionon, to ibe ages of 
, ages. He attached much importance to his views of 
|fulure punishment, using great explicitness in stating 
| them, lest it should be thought that he admitted of no 
| punishment in a future state. On this account, he pre- 
fered that his peculiar sentiment should be known by 
the name of Universal Restoration, rather than Univer- 
sal Salration ; and that the Greek words so/er, soleria, 
| sozo, &c. should be rendered restorer and restoration, 
' &c. as Stonehouse renders them, rather than Saviour, 
Salration, &c. There appears not to have been either 
, acquaintance or fellowship between him and the Rel- 
| lyanUniversalists,who had a chapel in Windmill-St.near 
Finsbury-Square, London. He supposed that they re- 
| jected the doctrine of fu/ure punishment ; and he took 
ithe opportunity to inform them, in a brief review, 
which he published in his Miscellany, of a Sermen 
preached in their chapel, that he wished no success to 
such a sentiment. 

His excellence as a preacher consisted chiefly in the 
strength of his reasoning, the simplicity and perspicui- 
ty of his style, and his bold and manly eloquence.~— 
“His voice was clear and stro: ng, his look, penetrating, 
his attitude erect and self-possessed, and ‘his person 





dignified. He would @metimes indulge in the pulpit 




































































; heed a strik- 
ing effect. In prayer he was oldes neuer than i in preach- 
d he was accustomed to ackiowledge the diffi- 


culty which be found in discharging this part of his, 


public duty to his own satisfaction. His devotional 
exercises.as well as his sermons were framed in a great 
measure in the language of scripture, and ‘this oftén 
gave. them an.interesting appearance of solemnity.— 
Of the merits of his public services we must judge by 
their effects; and in this pot of view a high rank 
must be allotted to him amongst popular divives, for 
there have been few preachers who have been able to 
make upon the minds of an auditory, so deep an im- 


pression, not of feeling merely, but of knowledge and 
truth,’’* 


He wrote and published but little. 
three se rmons, we find, 


A sketch of the life of Elhanan Winchester, 8vo. 
1797. 


God’s love to his creatures asserted and vindicated ; 
being areply to the “*Strictures upon an address to 
candid and serious men.’ 8vo. 1799. 

Letters to Mr. Fuller on the Universal Restoration, 
with a statement of facts attending that Controversy, 


and some strictures on Scrutator’s Review. S8vo 
1803. RIcHARDS. 


Beside two or 





* See a Memoir of him published in the Monthly 
Repository a few months after his death, to which the 
writer of this sketch is greatly indebted. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ANECDOTE. 


Many yerrs since, the Rev. Dr. A—, was called to 
attend the funeral of an infant child, whose parents, 
were ot inthe habit of making their frequent appear- 
ance at the Parish Church, and whom, of course, the 
Rev. Doctor considered irreligious persons. In the 
course of his conselatory remarks to the bereaved pa- 
rents, he took occasion to say, that, as the child had 
never been baptised, he could give them no good 
ground of hope respecting its state in the ccher world. 
as for aught he could learn from the Scriptures, Hell 
might be paved with the bones of unbaptised children 
of unbelieving parents. After having thus condoled 
with the weeping mourners, he offered upa prayer 
flaming with the zeal of orthodoxy, and replete with 
the horrors of “Brimstone and fire.” 

There happened to be present on the occasion, two 
‘young gentlemen, Mr. F. a student in Physic, and Mr. 
B. a student in Law. The next day, these two per- 
sons, enjoying the pleasures of a walk, espied the Rev. 
Doctor in his enclosure, superintending a servant, 
while digging a hole in the earth, for the purpose of 
kindling in it, a fire of sulphur, to kill a swarm of bees 
im a hive, in order to obtain the honey. Curiosity 
prompted them to enter; when Mr. B. a facetious char- 
acter, thus addressed the divine— Doctor, | can inform 
you of a method to destroy your bees, much cheaper 
than this, and attended with much less trouble, though 
your honey will perhaps retain the flavor of the sul- 
-phur, nearly as mach as by this process. The Doctor 
thanked bim for his politeness, and would be much 
obliged by the information. Mr. B. thus proceeded : 
The process is very simple, you hate nothing to do, 
Sir, but to step up to the hive, and y.ay over it, as 
you did yesterday over the deceased child of Mr. -—, 
and believe me, Sir, it will either destroy your bees or 
drive them from the hive.— You may then obtain your 
honey without further trouble. Nevertheless, ! am 
inclined to think, it would taste pretty strongly of the 
Amicvs. 

(C77 A few copies of the Rev. H. Ballou’s “NOTES 
ON THE PARABLES,” are for Sale at the Office of 
the Universalist Magazine. 

Also, wo cermons delivered at Providence, R. 1.— 
one ov the Dedication of the Universalist Chapel ; the 


dbrimsione. 





other on the parable of the Unjust. Ste ward.— Price for 
both £0 cents. 
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FOR “ro MAGAZINE. 
REV. RUSSELL SCOTTS’ APPLICATION OF THE 

PARABLE OF THE “SHEEP AND GOATS.” 


The above named clergyman is minister of the High- 
Street Chapel, Portsmouth, England. As he is the 
first. European. writer whom I have known to apply the 
coneluding parable in Mat. xxv. to femporal things ex 
clusively, 1 have thought it proper to extract the fol- 
lewing. for the Magazine. RICHARDS, 

He was discoursing upon the Greek word diabelos, 
rendered Devil, and had, therefore, introduced, Mat. 
xxv. 46, for discussion. 

‘In explaining this passage, it will be necessary to 
direct your attention to the first verse of the preceding 
chapter, where it is said that ‘Jesus went out and de- 
parted from the temple, and his disciples came to him, 
shewing him the buildings of the Temple, And Jesus 
said unto them, see ye not all these tbings? Verily, | 
say unto you, there shall not be left here oue stone 
upon another that shall not be thrown down.’ He 
then went tothe mount of Olives, adjoining the city, 
and instructed his disciples concerning the sigus of the 
times which would precede the destruction of the 








the clouds of aoanead with power and aréet glory.”— 
This-passage is.expressly applied by our Lord to the 
i destruction of. the Jewish dispensation and nation. He 
}ases similar expressions to the high priest, in reference 
to the same occtrrences, chap. xxvi. 64: ‘Jesus saith 
unto him, thou hast said; nevertheless] say unto you, 
hereafter ye shall see the Son of man, sitting on the 


right hand of power aod coming in the clouds of heav- 


en.” Thedanguage in chapt. xxv. 31, therefore, is in 
every respect applicable to the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. * * © # © & 


+ * * *  * ® “There are some among you, no 
doubt, who feel areluctance to admit such a lmita- 
tion of this highly figurative discourse, and who con- 
sider the whole of it as relating to the general day of 
retsibution,, * * * * * Thereisaconsideration 
which strongly militates against the opinion of our 
Lord’s referring in this passage to the day of general 
judgment or retribution, It is not the general conduct 
of the whole lives of the sheep, which is the object of 
reward in the parable. The reward is confined to the 
exerciseof those virtues only, which led them tosuccour, 
to relieve and to protect, such disciples of Christ as 
they knew to be in sickness, or distress, or persecuted, 
It was, the exercise of particular virtues, towards a 





Temple and the city, and the entire overthrow of the 
Jewish dispensation. 


ued to the end of the 3!st verse. He then changed his 


*| style of communication, from the simple narration of | 
This ex- 


facts to the allegorical mode of teaching. 
tends to chap. xxv. 30. What follows appearsto be a, 
continuation of the same parabolical or allegorical 
method of instructing them concerning the transactions | 
of that important, eventful and awfal period. We 
have first the parable of the fig-tree and watchful ser- | 


vant, both of them illustrative of what Jesus had been| were to he punished. 


These instructions are contin- | particular class of men, and in a particular sifwation, 


It was not the general tenor of theis conduct, in all the 
relations and duties of life, which was then to be the 
subject of investigation ; it cannot, therefore, include 
the future general day of judgmeut, or retribution, but 
refers to a reward for the discharge of certain specified 
and peculiar virtues, arising out of peculiar circum- 
‘stances. The punishment awarded is considered only 
as that of certain specified parts of their conduct who 
They had neglected to practise 


advancing; and both of them enforcing the necessity | certain virtues, which they ought to have practised to- 


of their observing those signs of the times which he 


bad enumerated, that they, like the watchful servant, | 


might be founc ready to meet the events as they oc- 
curred, 
which tends to the same point with the other two,— | 
This is succeeded by the parable of the talents, which 

wes calculated to instruct his disciples, that, if they | 
did not improve the great advantages which would be 
imparted to them, for promulgating the knowledge of 
the gospel ; they would necessarily be treated as un- 
profitable servants, and be cast into the outer dark- 
ness, where there wil! be weeping and gnashing of the 
teeth. We then have that parabolical represeutation 
of which the passage under consideration is a part, aud 
which still further points out the reward of all those 
who, during the ittterval, had encouraged the gospel, 
and protected and kivdly treated its persecuted friends: 
then follows the punishment of ali those who had wil- 
fully neglected the gospel, and who had slighted, des- 
pised and rejected those of their neighbors and ac- 
quaintance who were the disciples of Jesus. The lan- 
guage of our Lord, in the Olst verse, appears to be per 

fectly applicable to those calamitous and afflicting oc- 
currences which would precede the final close of the 
Mosaic dispensation ; it is precisely the same as that 
used professedly in reference to them: **When the 
Son of Man shall come in his glery, and all the holy 
angels,’’ or messengers, **with him.” ‘Thus also we 
read in chapter xvi. 27, 28, **For the Son of man shall 
come in the glory of his Father, with his angels,” or 
messengers; “and then he shall reward every man 
according to his works. Verily, I say unto you, there 
be some standing hefe which shall not taste of death 
till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” 
The apostle John, and most likely others of our Lord’s 

disciples, survived the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
consequent subversion of the Jewish state, and the ter- 
mination ef the Mosaic dispensation, but not the day 
of geueral retribution. In chap. xxis. 30, we read, 
‘“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man io 


We then have the parable of the ten virgins, 


| wards those of their own nation ; they had wilfully 


omitted certain duties which, as men and as fellow 
| worshippers of the same God, they ought to have ex- 
ercised towards their own countrymen ; and for this 
part of their conduct, and no other, was their punish- 
ishment assigned to them.” 

‘In conclusion, | would remark, that the terms ever- 


| lasting and eterval do not form any ¢ jection to the in- 


terpretation which has been submitted to you ‘of this 
part of our Lord’: parabolical discourse as r-corded in 
Matthew, chapters xxiv. and xxvi. ‘These expres- 
sions often refer to limited periods of time, as whew the 
apostle Paul, (1 Cor. viii. 13,) says, **Wherefore, if 
meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh for- 
ever;” which, in the common version is, **while the 
world standeth :” it is the same word that is joined 
with fire in Mat. xxv. 41. Fire is also used figura- 
tively ; thus (1 Cor. iii. 15,) ‘If any man’s work shall 
be burned, he shall suffer lose, but he himself shal! be 
saved, yet so as by fire.” 





Ordination of Mr. Bernard Whitman. 


On Wednesday last, (says the Christian Register.) 
Mr. Bennanvo Wairman was ordained Pastor of the 
Second Congregationa! Church and Society in Wal- 
tham. ‘The services on this solemn and iuteresting 
occasion were the following : 


Introductory prayer by Rev. Mr. Field, of Weston. 
Anthem. 
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Whitman, of Billerica. 
Authem. 
Ordaining Prayer, by Rev. Dr. Lowell, of Boston. 
Charge, by Rev. Dr. Abbott, of Beverly. 
Right Hand of Fellowship, by Rey. Mr. Ripley, 
of Waltham. 

8. Anthea. 

9. Concluding: Prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Francis, of 
Watertown. . 

» 10. Hymn written for the occasion. 

11. Beneciction, by the pastor ordained. 


The performances were of a high order of excellence. 


TOO R wo 





heaven, and then shall all the tribes of the earth} 
































The singing was remarkably fine, The origina’ 
Hymn sung on the occasion, follows. 


Our fathers’ God! thine «ye of love, » 
Beams bright with kindness from above, = 
To see and lighten every care, 

To hear and answer every prayer. 


Within thy temple’s holy walls 
Thy spirit most divinely falls; 

And may these walls forever be 
Kept sactéd to thy faith and Thee. 


Here the mild precepts of thy Son 
Have bound divided hearts in one, 
And of! may peace attend their way, 
And crown them, to their latest day. 


Thy servant prays Thee to inspire 
His heart and lips with living fire, 
With power to set the guilty free 
And charm their willing hearts to Thee. 


Save us from sorrow, sin, and fears, 
Through the dark range of future years, 
And when the cares of lite are passed 
May all be blessed in heaven at last. | 





FOR THe MAGAZINE, 


EXHORTATION. 


_UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, _ 





triumph over all evil, and@'mian no'tonger put bifter for | 
-weet, and sweet for bitter, nor choose #trangling and 
jeath rather-than lifé. To effect this desirable object 
with the least difficulty, and in the spediest method, 
accounts of re/igious tragedies acted in all parts of the 
earth should be zealously circulated over this country, 
as representations of the African traffic in human flesh 
were over England, while parliament was deliberating 
on its abolition. ‘Till that eventful period, few of the 
English nation fully understood the horrors, cruelty 
and enormous wickedness of the slave trade, and til! 
Universalist papers and other periodicals began to 
publish accounts of religious suicides, few people in 
America had any idea of their numbey, awfulness, or 
frequency. How the proportion in this country may 
be, we have not the means to determine, but an Eng- 
lish physician observed some years since, that one 
eighth of all the lunatics in Great Britain were brought 
to the hospital through the influence of religious fren- 
zy, or the dread of eternal ruin. While spiritual em- 
pirics continue to administer their nostrums to the cre- 
dulous multitude with such fatal success, while they 
continue to give the panacea of endless misery in all 
cases without mixture or measure, let those who feel 
deeply concerned for the religiousihealth of the com- 





The language of a man’s heart, and the language of 


his lips, may be essentially different from each other. 
When this is the case, we call him, with propriety, a 
hypocrite. With the knowledge of this fact, familiar 
to every one, it is amusing to witness, the twisting 


the people. The language of his lips is, you may all 


repent, believe, and be saved ; You may all pay obe-/ a few days old, and a fond and almost distracted bus- 


: hp . " > ing extract from the Evangelical Restorationist. 
turning, equivocation, and stammering of a person, be- | 


lieving the Calvinistic tenets, in his exhortations to! 


dience to the gospel, all experience the forgiveness of ' 


your sins, receive the grace, and taste the love of God. 


4 f hi i it is just as: ; : ‘ 
calendar tet eg saeriing: acagpaeclarl, tanec -not been a member a Jong time ; that she became im- 


. pressed with the idea that she bad partaken of the eu- 


« 


necessary some should be damned, as a sacrifice to Di- 
vine justice, as that others should be saved to manifest 
the mercy of God. Therefore that to those, and to 


those only, whom he has determined to save, will he Outcast from Heaven's favor, and doomed to suffer 


grant faith and repentance. That, as all are totally 
depraved, so none, without Divine assistance, can ren- 


der obedience to the gospel, and that to none, will he | she terminated her wretched life in the manner above 
grant this assistance, but to such as were, from all' related. 


eternity, designated as heirs of salvation. 
Hence, the invitation, 
mankind, is sheer deception; and, if he be a man ofa 
reflecting mind, he knows it. For, while he assures all 
men, they may be saved, adding by way of sophistical 
evasion, #f they will, he thinks, he knows his own state- 
ment to be false, because he believes some, not only 
wili but must be damned, according to the Divine de 
cree. Therefore, not only that all will not, but, that 
all cannot be saved. Because,to the supposed moral dis- 
ability of man, to believe the gospel, he adds stern 
necessity and the irrevocable decree of Almighty God. 
If, in all this, the language of the heart and of the lips 
correspon, the speaker is sincere. If not, be is a-— 
What was it our Saviour called the Pharisees? 
AMICUS. 





From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 


VICTIMS to THE poctRINE of ENDLESS MISERY. | maintained a character in all respects conformable to 
ft his religious profession, He commenced business as a 


It is a painful task to record the awful ravages 0 


happivess and life which false religion has made | some years past h 
among eur species in different ages aud climes, but its | concerns, and bestowed a part of his attention to a 


performance is obviously necessary to guard the sensi- 
tive and inexperienced from the dangers to which they 
may be exposed, and to make them understand “‘relig- 
ion never was designed. to make our pleasures less.” 
So long bas the custow of putting darkness for light, 
and light for darkuess continued, that, like the aboli- 
tion of war, slavery, and quelling, it requires strong 
effort for its extinction} but with the divine aid in the 
glorious cause of suffering humanity, good will finally 


| 


} 
{ 


the Calvinist holds out to all respectable member of a Baptist church, who lived 








| 


munity be vigilant in protecting all within their sphere, 
and diligent in furnishing all the @nformation in their 
power. 

To register the events of the passing time, and fill 
the catalogue of relegious murders, we give the follow- 


“A few weeks since; in the town of Halfmoon, Sara- 
toga county,a Mrs. Coon puta period to her life, by 
culling her throal with a razor; leaving an infant child, 


band, to mourn her untimely and shocking exit. We 
are informed that she was a respectable member in 
regular standing in the Presbyterian church, but had 


charist unworthily—had “eaten and drunk damnation 
to her soul ;*’ that, in consequence of it, she was an 


the pains of an endless hell! Under these iodescriba- 
bly horrid impressions, despairing of any mercy, here 
or hereafter, reason forsook the seat of her empire and 


It is but a few months since, when a Mr. Owen, a 


only a mile and half from where the above named sui- 
cide took place, (in Stillwater) committed suicide by 
hanging himself, under the same or similar impressions 
witb those of Mrs. Coon ;.i. e. with an impression that 
he was rejected and cast off forevér from the mercy (if 
mercy he can be said to have) of an offended, cruel, 
and implacably vindictive God, who would uo longer 
have mercy on the works of his own hand.”’ 





From the Raleigh, N.C. Register. 


With feelings of great distress, we announce the 


death of ighbor Mr. South Bond 
ee oe Se a an old | ciled to our purest and best notions of the Universal 


and respectable inhabitant of this city, who in a fit of 
despondeucy, early yesterday morning, in an outhouse, 
put an end to his existence, ‘by cutting his throat with 
a razor. 

We cannot with any degree of certainty account for 
this desperate and shocking act. ‘The deceased wasa 
member of high standing in the Baptist Church, and 


merchant ip this city nearly 20 years ago; but for 
e had been winding up his mercantile 


farm, which he cultivated at some distance from the 
city. Not being altogether satisfied probably with 
this employmeut of his time, tie had thoughts of remov- 
ing to the western country, aud with this view, lately 
sold his handsome residence on Fayetteville-street. But 





bot strength of mind sufficient to support him under 
the apprehensions of a possible loss on the sate of | bis 
cotton! . With sach feelings, it isgreat!y to be lament- 
ed that the deceased should have entered into a specu- 
lation of this kind, where adventurers may possibly lose 
as well as gain, and ought, therefore, always to be 
prepared to bear the loss if it shall happen.—Mr. B. 
has left a widow and four children to deplore the loss 
of their best friend. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


FACTS iw FAVOR or UNIVERSAL SALVATION, 


The following is the conclusion of an essay on the du- 
ration of futuré punishment, by Rev. Joun Simpson, 
anEnglish clergyman.lo this Essay the author brings to- 
getber the original words & phrases which are applied in 
the scriptures topuni-hment,andwhich have been suppo- 
sed to teach the doctrines of endless misery and of anni- 
hilation ; and by this method he renders great assist- 
ance to the reader in obtaining the proper sense of 
those words. These facis are the result of his whole 
undertaking ; and although he applies some threaten- 
ings to the future state, he does not attempt to shew 
that they ought to be thus applied ; bu! seems to write 
as though he never thought thatthey might be applied 
tothe present state. His reasonings are conclusive as 
gainst the doctrine of endiess punishment. He wase 
Unitarian Divine. Richarps, 


‘*From the whole, then, of what has been said it ap- 
pears,— 

“1. That not any particular expression in the New 
Testament, nor the general tenor of it, inculcates the 
doctrine of endless punishment, either by total annihi- 
lation, by eternal death, or by perpetual and unceas- 
ing misery. 

“2. That a plain, unfigurative word is selected by 
our Lard in his account of the proceeding of the day of 
judgment and reccompense respecting the wicked, the 
proper meaning of which is chastisement, or punich- 
ment in order to correct and amend, 

“3. That the figurative and less determinate ex- 
pressions used by Jesus and his apostles, on the subject 
of future punishment, are all reconcileable to this no- 
tion; but are not all reconcileable, esther to that of 
annibilation, or of eterual death, or of endless tor- 
ment. 

4. That corrective punishment accords with all our 
best natural ideas of the perfections of God, and is an- 
nalagous to his providence and moral government of 
the world, . 


5. That is thoroughly consonant to the general 
spirit and design of the christian dispensation, and to 
all the particular views of it that are given ip the 
New-Testament. 


“6. That there are several strong, plain expressions, 
without any figure, which positively assert, and neces- 
sarily imply, that all mankind shall te finally saved 
hereafter. 

“7, That, coinciding with these, there are va- 
rious phrases and reasonings which are easily under 
stood in consistency with these sentiments, and thes 
convey sublime ideas worthy of God, but which other- 
wise admit of no fair interpretation, aor can be recon- 


Father, aud wise, good, and Almighty Goveruor of the 
Universe. 


‘Lastly, that the doctrine of final Universal Restora- 
tion to virtue and happiness completely obviates the 
objection of Porphyry, ap ancient and learned adver- 
sary tothe christian cause, who alleges, * Tbhaf Christ 
threatens everlasting punishment tu those who do not 
believe in him: and yet, in another place. he says, 
with what measure ye mete, it shall be meted to you 
again. Which is absurd and contradictory; for all 
measure must be limited to time.” 


Simpson's Essays on the language of Scripture. 





ANECDOTE. 


The Unitarian Clergy, particularly in country towns, 





having seen the profitable speculations made by some 
of his neighbors in Cotton during the last year, he uu- 
fortunately determined to invest the money received 
for his house in that article. the price of which has ever 
since been rather declining ; and it is coujectured 


for the purpose of serving their own interest, are much 


of professing to agree with them in sentiment, and of 
inferring therefrom that there is no need of their maine 








(from his late evident lowness of spirits) that he had, 


taining separate meetings, as they cap worship togeth- 


in the habit, when they are with the Universalists,. 
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‘Then notes of gladness from the vision clear, 
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er. The Rev. Mr. B. a Unitarian clergyman, who is 
settled in a town about 30 miles from this city, met 
one day a shrewd gentleman, whe has long been a 
Universalist. With a bow and a smile he said, ‘*Well, 
my friend, betwixt you and me, I will tell you that | 
agree with you in sentiment; and I have believed 
your seotiment for a longtime. We ought to join to 
put down the Calvinists... To whieh the Universalist 
replied, “I thought last Sabbath, when you was so ve- 
hemently preaching in favor of future punishment, 
that it was altogether bypocrisy.”” 


Another Excommunication. 


Mrs. MArny Dewry, (says the Religious Inquirer, ) 
having been nearly thirty years a member of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Somers, Con.; has been recently 
excommunicated for embracing the doctrine of Univer- 
sal Salvation. 











A TRIBUTE 
TO THE MEMORY OF THE 


REV. WILLIAM WIDLER. 


Hush ! *tis no strain of anguish or despair, 

That softly floats on ev’ning’s stillest air, 

Celestial bliss the distant note reveals, 

Thoagh from the grave the solemn music steals ; 
An angel’s lyre, through shades of fun’ral gloom, 
More sweetly mild from sweeping o’er the tomb. 
Yes ; there remov’d from mortal cares, he sleeps, 
Whose soft repose affection scarcely weeps, 
Whose earthly days in such sweet concord ran, 
Earth sunk from view ere death’s control began ; 
Who mid the storms of life, with cloudless brow, 
As calmly rested as he slumbers now ; 

To evil dead While here he drew his breath, 

And living yet triamphant in his death. 

Here long shall friendship’s tend’rest mem'ry trace 
The mild effulgence of his speakiig face— 

The eye where kindness beam’d, and fires of youth 
Still kindled joyous at the voice of truth— 

Lit up, not dim’d by care or quench’d by years, 
Sparkling with joy or eloquent in tears ;— 

The conscious dignity by nature giv’n, 

The hope that had its resting place in heaven, 
The heart-felt eloquence, the manly sense, 

The genial wit that gave no ear offence ; 

The courteous mein that grace’d by rev’rend age, 
Disarm’d the bigot in his fiercest rage, 

‘The pow’r that flash’d conviction on the mind, 
The heart that knew no party but mankind: 

All live more tender seen through friendship’s tear, 
While gen’rous hearts shall feel and kindle here. 
Methinks | see, by hope’s great theme inspir’d, 
That form rever’d, in sudden Jight attir’d, 

Pursue the path immortal prophets trod, 

To trace the deepest charities of God. 

Then as delight bis raptur’d eye bedew’d, 

Each mind amaz’d the glorious prospect view’d, 
Death's icy fetters seem’d by mercy broke, 

And sorrow dropt her sceptre az he spoke. 

Deep ’mid the fading gloom as man could trace, 
Shone vistas fair of universal grace ; 

Heav'n seem’d all op’ning to the ravish’d sight 
With fanes half viewless from “excessive bright ;” 
Hell sank a trembling spectre ’mid the blaze, 

And earth bloom’d ever young ’mid joy and praise. 


Stole ip.sweet whispers on the list’ning ear ; 
Prophetic.strains of bliss to reign on high, 

Join’d .with the mellow voice of years gone by ; 

Then light frow heav’n seem’d freshly still to glow, 
Like pure enchaztment o’er these realms of woe, 
Gleam'd like a holier moon beam through the bow’rs, 


RR SER Se | oe RE 


Shed 0 the genial earth a softer green, 

And gleam’d on angel's wings at distance seen, 
Cast on the woods a tint of gentler spring, 
Till-earth appear’d a visionary thing ; 

Man seem’d again in hope and bliss a boy, 

And life one cloudless dream of love and joy. 
Then let no tear, but such as hope may shed, 
Bedew the flow’rs that deck his lowly bed ; 
But ther» let breezy whispers greet the ear 
Like first sweet concords of a jarring sphere ; , 
Then let young hearts pursue his glorious theme, 
And sink absorb’d in virtues holiest dream ; 
There let the soul oppress’d delight to stay, 
Think on his name and muse its griefs away ; 
Let artless chil@bood lisp its earliest prayer, 
And contrite sinners taste forgiveness there ; 
And when the soul all mortal cares above, 

Is wrapt in thoughts of universal love, 

From eyes uprais’d with tearful rapture dim, 
The purest, tend’rest drop shall flow for him. 








PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 
THE 


UNIVERSAL RESTORATION; 


Exhibited in four Dialogues between a Minister and 
his Friend: compr@hending the Substance of several 
Conversations which the author hath had with various 
persons, both in America and Europe, on that interest- 
iag subject ;-—chiefly designed fully to state, and fair- 
ly to answer the most common objections that are 
brought against it from the scriptures. By ELA ANAN 
WincugsterR. To which is prefixed, a Brief Account 
of the Means and Manner of the Author’s embracing 
these Sentiments, intermixed with some sketches of his 
Life during four years. 

Conpitions.—The work will be printed on a hand- 
some small pica type, and fine paper, making a vol- 
ume of about 300 pages, neatly bound and lettered, at 
One Dollar. Those who transmit the pay for four 


4 will be allowed every fifth copy gratis. 


CHARLES CROCKER. 
Boston, JANUARY, 1826. 








LINES, 
OCCASIONED BY READING 


Dr. SMITH ON DIVINE GOVERMENT. 


Brightly dawn’d the Christian morning, 
Passing reasons purest ray, 
Revelation’s sun adorning 
Ages dark, and all was day ! 


But scarcely were his beams diverging 
O’er the world in splendid light, 

Ere bigotry’s dark cloud emerging, 
Wrapp’d agaigifbose rays in night. 

Then men enchain’d in superstition, 
Evil passions unconfin’d, 

Drew their God without commission 
From their warp’d and sickly mind. 


Yes— children of the same great God, 
From the mercy seat were diiv’n ; 

And the few who seiz’d the rod, 
Proudly arrogated heav’n. 


But hope again is dawning bright, 
*Tis thine to chase those clouds away, 
Tis thine once more with reason’s light, 
To harbinger the sun of day. 


Before thy nervous pen they fall, 
Before thy breath the phantoms fly, 
The branch of peace thou bear’st to all, 
Thy great credentials from on high. 


For in that sacred book "tis found 
That none believing disobey, 
Tho’ zealots would that text copfound, 





Blush’d in the clougs.aud sparkled in the dow’rs, 


Aad bend it to their own dark way. 
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Were for thy pen a sun-beam giv’n, 
Drawn from his own refulgent glory ; 
‘Hadst thou the azure field of heav'n, 
% On which to trace the blissful story. 


Yet would some envious wretch be fotnd, 
In bigotry’s dark mantle brooding, 

To wrap his vest more closely round, 
The golden scroll of life excluding. 


Tho’ from his shroud false lightnings dart, 
And envy’s serpents hiss around thee ; 
Vain is each insidious art, 
That seeks to baffle or confound thee. 


For thou propp’d on the eternal arm, 

With mercy’s wings about thee hov’ring, 
Shall every latent foe disarm— 

Meekness and truth thy shield and cov’ring. 


Monthly Repository. 








RELIGION.—aw ExTRACcT. 


“Religion does not consist in little niceties and trif- 
ling ingest ane neither influence the beart nor 
concern the prattice ; nor in the observance or rejec- 
tion of particular rites and forms, which a man may use 
or disuse without prejudice to real virtue in himself or 
others; nor in a zealous attachment to, or angry ab- 
horrence of, this sect, or that church, in which, as in 
most other fields, there are some tares and some wheat : 
but in something more excellent or divine. That, in 
a word, is true religion which makes a good man; 
which renders one pious towards his God, conformed 
to the pattern of his Saviour, benevolent to his fellow 
men, humble in his temper and manners, peaceable in 
society, just in the treatment of all, condescending to 
the cases of difference, strict in the government of him- 
self, patient in adversity, and attentive to his duty in 
all conditions and relations in life. When you see 
such a character, you may believe religion is there." 

Phila. Reformer. 


—— >: aa 
Newspapers in Italy. 


Only six newspapers are published in all Italy, in 
which there are 19 million of inhabitants. Of these, 
one is pubii-hed at Naples—the Piedmontese Gazette, 
which has but 200 subscribers at $6 per annum, ap- 
pears tri-weekly ; one at Genoa has 300 subscribers at 
$4 per annum; one Grand Duchy of Tuscany ; one at 
Milan, and one at Rome. - They contain little else 
than accounts of birth, deaths, marriages, visits of roy- 
al families, &c. Politics, philosophy, or religious dis- 
cussiop would not be tolerated. ab. 


Public Fast. 


Thursday the 6th day of April next, is appointed by 
the Executive of this Commonwealth, for Fasting and 
Prayer. 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Nelson Johnson to Miss 
Eliza Smith. 

In Roxbury, by Rev. H. Ballou, 2d. Mr. Peter Bachi, 
of Boston, to Miss Abigail Fisher, of Roxbury. 

In Monroe, Mass. by Martin Ballou, Esq. Mr. Isaac 
Stafford to Miss Mary Ballou, all of the above place. 








DIED IN THIS CITY, 


On Sunday evening Jast, Miss Maria V. Ball. 

Mr. Moses Batchellor, aged 36. 

Samuel. only child of Rev. Samuel Green, 10 mos. 
Mr. Reuben Clark, 38. 

Mr. William Fairservice, 22. 


In Townsend, Mass. on the 4th inst. Mr. Timothy 
Davis, aged 66 years. The deceased spent his youth- 
ful days in the segyice of his country, during the revo- 
lution, He was a firm believer in the Universal Sal- 
vation of all mankind. He was the youngest of six 


‘brothers,— the five elder ones are yet living, whose 


several ages amount to 385 years, averaging 77. 











